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Local couple wins $120,000 as Associated Bank cardholder 

in MasterCard Monthly Bonus Sweepstakes 
 

WEST ALLIS, Wis. – An Associated Bank MasterCard check card holder from the Milwaukee area 
and his wife are the lucky winners of $120,000 in the MasterCard Monthly Bonus Sweepstakes. 

Brian Cholka’s name was entered in a nationwide sweepstakes simply by using an Associated Bank 
Platinum MasterCard Check Card between April 1 and May 31, 2006. Thanks to the win, Cholka and his 
wife, Melanie, will share in the winnings. 

The Cholkas, of West Allis, will receive their prize Tuesday, Oct. 10, at their Associated Bank office, 
10701 W. National Ave. Their friends and family, plus representatives from Associated Bank, will be in 
attendance at the event, to be held from 1 to 3 p.m., with the check presentation at 1:30. 

“We at Associated are thrilled that Brian and Melanie could be the Grand Prize winners,” said Caroline 
Carey, Associated Bank branch manager. “They really deserve it. I’m sure they will spend it wisely.” 

The Cholkas could choose to receive their prize either in a 10-year annuity at $1,000 per month for 10 
years without interest, or $120,000 awarded in one lump sum.  They plan to choose the lump sum option.  

“We didn’t believe it at first, but we’re so happy we won,” said Melanie Cholka. The couple has many 
plans for their money, including travel. 

The Associated Bank Platinum MasterCard Check Card works like a check when paying for purchases 
anywhere MasterCard is accepted and carries zero liability if lost or stolen. Associated customers who use 
the card enjoy greater flexibility and convenience when making purchases, no matter where they are.   

A second Associated customer, from the Green Bay area, also won the sweepstakes during the same 
time period. That person’s identity will be revealed later this month. In addition, an Associated customer 
from St. Francis won MasterCard’s $350,000 “Home for the Holidays” sweepstakes last spring. 

Associated Bank is part of Associated Banc-Corp, headquartered in Green Bay, Wis., a diversified 
multibank holding company with total assets of $22 billion. Associated has 320 banking offices serving more 
than 180 communities in Wisconsin, Illinois and Minnesota. Associated has more offices in Wisconsin than 
any other bank. The company offers a full range of traditional banking services and a variety of other 
financial products and services. More information about Associated Banc-Corp is available at 
www.AssociatedBank.com. 
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